
An extract from Al Gore’s speech accepting his Nobel prize acceptance – 2007 

[Al Gore  is an American politician and environmentalist who served as the 45th vice president of the 
United States from 1993 to 2001 under president Bill Clinton.] 

We, the human species, are confronting a planetary emergency - a threat to the survival 
of our civilization that is gathering ominous and destructive potential even as we gather 
here. But there is hopeful news as well: we have the ability to solve this crisis and avoid 
the worst - though not all - of its consequences, if we act boldly, decisively and quickly. 
However, despite a growing number of honorable exceptions, too many of the world's 
leaders are still best described in the words Winston Churchill applied to those who 
ignored Adolf Hitler's threat: "They go on in strange paradox, decided only to be 
undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all powerful to 
be impotent." 
So today, we dumped another 70 million tons of global-warming pollution into the thin 
shell of atmosphere surrounding our planet, as if it were an open sewer. And tomorrow, 
we will dump a slightly larger amount, with the cumulative concentrations now trapping 
more and more heat from the sun. 
As a result, the earth has a fever. And the fever is rising. The experts have told us it is 
not a passing affliction that will heal by itself. We asked for a second opinion. And a 
third. And a fourth. And the consistent conclusion, restated with increasing alarm, is 
that something basic is wrong. 
We are what is wrong, and we must make it right. 


